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IRCT member in Lebanon launches
medical clinic for prisoners

22-06-2015

To address issues such as overcrowding, poor health and inadequate living conditions in
Lebanese prisons, IRCT member Khiam Rehabilitation Center for Victims of Torture has
launched a medical clinic in the Jeb Jenin prison in Beirut. The clinic, which is the first of its kind
in Lebanon, includes a range of medical and electrical equipment and employs three nurses.

“We have seen first-hand how Lebanese prisons lack basic resources and how inmates suffer
from overcrowding, the slow pace of trials and poor health. The majority of prisons do not meet
international standards and there is a great need to build new and better prisons that offer
rehabilitation, education and training,” says Mr. Mohammed Safa, Secretary-General of Khiam
Rehabilitation Center for Victims of Torture.

Funded by the Australian Embassy in Beirut, the clinic is expected to benefit more than a hundred
inmates whose health and wellbeing have suffered from their time in prison.

“By launching a medical clinic at the Jeb Jenin prison, we aim to provide inmates with much
needed medical care and rehabilitation services. Our hope is that over time, we will see similar
projects in other prisons across Lebanon,” continues Mr. Safa.

The equipment will be administered by the prison while Khiam staff such as doctors,
psychologists and social workers are expected to visit the prison regularly.

Since 1999, Khiam has been rehabilitating thousands of survivors of torture. The centre was
established as a result of the experience of the follow-up Committee for the Support of Lebanese
Detainees in Israeli Prisons in defending the torture survivors and dealing with the needs of their
families. Khiam provides its clients with both medical and psychological treatment.
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